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Introduction

There are two major categories of postal paper: those that are affixed to covers and
related mail items as labels or seals, and those that serve in other ways. The labels that are
affixed to covers may be further subdivided into those that are affixed by the Post Office,
such as registration labels, insured value labels, parcel post labels, and officially sealed
labels, and those that are generally applied by the public, such as air mail and express
labels. Censorship sealing labels are treated in Chapter XL and interpostal seals in
Chapter XXXIV. The other types of postal paper comprise Post Office forms given to or
used by the public (receipts and postage-due notices, notices and announcements
displayed for public information), items sold to the public (international reply coupons),
packaging items (e.g., bands for wrapping packets of postal stationery), and internal post
office forms (manifests, accounts, notices to postmasters). Some of the various
announcements are described in the chapters to which they are relate and are therefore
not taken up in this chapter.

Registration Labels'

In the 19th century registered letters were identified by various handstamps; labels for
the purpose appear to have come into use in Egypt in the first decade of the 20th century
(earliest noted date, November 1906). Most, but not all, incorporate the name of the
office bilingually or in Arabic only. They also contain a serial number, necessarily
printed separately. The identifying feature of all is a large capital R which may be at the
right or left end. Registration labels were rarely postmarked, therefore the date of use and
the office, if the name is not incorporated, can only be determined when they are on
cover.

Labels were printed in red, red plus a black number, or black, on white or colored
gummed paper. Some are clearly typographed and some lithographed. They were printed
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in sheets and separated by perforation or rouletting (in some instances the separation is
syncopated; i.e., the cuts or holes are in pairs). An unusual format, seen in the 1960s,
consists of the label attached on the left to a receipt form bearing the same number; only
the label part was gummed. Use of registration labels appears to have been abandoned
(1970s).

The list that follows is the result of a preliminary survey rather than a study in depth
and the dates given are only a rough guide and could probably be extended by many
years in either direction. Furthermore, additional types, not necessarily scarce, may well
exist. The list is arranged according to appearance characteristics; a chronological
arrangement is not feasible because loose examples are not dated and covers, especially in
more recent years, are often dated illegibly.

A more thoroughly researched and enlarged classification and listing has very recently
been published,!¢ too late and too extensive for inclusion in the list printed below (its
primary classification is based on the color of the printing and the paper, rather than the
format as used here). The following points should be borne in mind: the letter “R” may
vary from quite narrow to broad and may have a straight or cueved right leg; the serial
numbers may be printed or handstamped; different typefaces may be used in the name of
the office; perforation or rouletting may not be sufficiently clean-cut to be measured;
paper color, when not white, may be in many shades from flesh and orange through pink
to rose, and sometimes even lilac; “No.” may be written “N”; CAIRO may be spelt in
Arabiic either al gabera s ya\all or masr yuas. Only some of these variations are
included in this list.

In the list below ‘¢’ = English spelling of the office; //* = French spelling.

A - ‘R’ at left, flag at right

A-1. Rectangular box, ca. 15x37mm, two panels, with number in the lower one.

1. Upper panel blank. Black; perf. 10. /- Black on peach; rouletted 14 in
Black on peach; perf. 10 (seen OC 47). paired cuts. Le Caire (SE 66).
Black on crimson; rouletted 7 (seen /- Black on red; rouletted 13. Le Caire
MR 63). (AU 61-]N 63), P. Said (seen MR 55).
Red with red number; perf. 14 (very /- Black on red rouletted 7. Le Caire
blind) JY 69-AU 72). (seen JA 63).
2. Office name in upper panel, Arabic /- Red with red number; perf. 12.
above European. Le Caire (seen MY 68).
e. Black; perf. 10. Cairo (seen OC 48). /- Red with red number; rouletted 13 +
e. Black on red; perf. 10. Cairo (OC 36 (seen AP 69).

-JA 43). Alexandria, Moh, Bey Farid.
e. Black on pink; perf. 10. Cairo (DE 34).

Alexandria.

(also P. Said, Rue Fouad 1¢7, Qena).
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A-2. Rectangular box with number below R., ca. 21x49mm.
No horizontal division in flag; office name Black with red name; rouletted 6. Cairo.
in Arabic only, with Arabic number below. Black with red name; perf. 6 in paired
Black with red name; perf. 12 in cuts. Cairo (seen DE 74).
paired holes. Cairo (seen 74).

A-3. Rectangular box without line between R and flag, ca. 19x29mm.
Office name in upper panel, Arabic above /- Crimson with crimson number; very
European. rough roulette. Le Caire (AP 71-
/- Deep magenta; rough roulette 6. NO 72).
Alexandrie.

45O

R Al
R ALﬁXANDll!
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A-2

A-4. Rectangular box without bottom line; two horizontal lines make three panels;
frame double-lined.

1. No office name; number in central panel. /- Black; perf. 12. Alexandrie (seen JA 08).
Black; perf. 10. JA-AU 38). 3. As 2, but Arabic in the top panel,
2. Office name in upper panel in European in the bottom one.
European, in lower panel in Arabic. e. Black; perf. 10. Alexandria (seen
e. Black; perf. 10. Cairo (JA 20-OC 23). AU 12).
/- Black; perf. 12. Caire (DE 11-JA 13). Cairo (AU 28-]Y 38). Qena (seen
/. Black; perf. 10. Caire (seen JA 15). JY 34).
Alexandrie. (also Ghuriya (29-’36), Emad el
/- Black; perf. 11. Caire. Din (‘33-44))
L LEEREE
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S —— a o L. CAIRO
A-4.1 A-4.2 A-4.3

A-5. Like A-4, but without vertical frame or dividing lines.
1. £ Black; perf. 10. Alexandrie. Caire. Black; perf. 10. Dawawin over Caire
2. As above, but with handstamped boxed (seen AU 10).

bilingual name of another office.

Uuue i
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A-6. Vertical line to left of R only; one horizontal dividing line. R may extend from top
to bottom without “No.”, or may be confined to the top panel without “No.”.

No office name. Black; rough perf. 14 (in framelines at top, bottom, and left.)

7 pairs of holes). (Seen JA 64). (The

perforations nearly obliterate the thin

A-7. Box made of four rules, ca. 37x22mm; one horizontal dividing line; upper panel
contains R and a large number.

1. Lower panel blank. Black (1960s); Bab el Lug, Mellaui.
Red, perf. 6%2. (1980s). 3. Red, Arabic above English in top panel
2. Lower panel contains office name in (Port Said, Alexandria).

Arabic. Red; perf. 6%2. Cairo (seen DE 85),

R No, R 1587 R 1162

7 .“'.’ { - L4
s ol
A6 ' CATA A7.2
A-8. R and inscriptions in intaglio; three panels form an arch.
1. Inscribed O.H.E.M.S. (seen AU 44-NO 47).
Black on red; perf. 10 (seen 1934). 2. Inscribed O.H.ML.S.
Dark blue on red; perf. 10 (seen DE 39). Pale green on white; perf 12%. (seen
Dark blue on light green; perf. 10. JY 36 - DE 49)
(seen AP 42). 3. Inscribed U.AR.
Green on white; perf. 10-10Y5. Green on white; rouletted.
- 0'1-'. - \'U“s' hepld) ""‘

A-8.2 A-8.3
hb‘*—}’t Yo o)
B - ‘R’ at right, flag at left
B-1. Rectangular box, ca. 15x37mm. Two panels, with number in lower one.
1. No office name, black on rose. e. Black on lilac; perf. 10. Cairo, Ghouria.
2. Office in upper panel, European above e. Black on red; perf. 10. Cairo.
Arabic. e. Red with black number; perf. 10.
e. Black on flesh or pink to deep rose; Cairo (seen OC 15). Alexandria
perf. 10. (NO 06-MR 11).

Cairo (MR 26-27). e. Black on rose or flesh (Alexandria).
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/- Red with black number; perf. ?
Caire (seen MY 08), Alexandria.
/- Red with black number; perf. 13.
Caire.
3. Arabic name above the European.
e. Black on deep orange; perf. ? Cairo
(seen 29).
4. As 2., but with bilingual handstamp of
another office.

e. Red with black number; perf. 12.
Dawawin over Cairo (seen AU 18).
(Note: the handstamp was applied
after the label was affixed.)

e. Red with black number; perf. 12.
Handstamp in European letters
only, unframed. Dawawin over
Cairo (seen JA 09).

L . . P A
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ALEXANDRIA, l{ 'L CAIRO 8 CA“IRO-\ ’ ] i
) iy aclan : 677 3 £ R R .
No.___9490 |1} . ‘“_ PilNo 5416

B-1.2 B-1.3 o B-1.4

Declared Value or Insured Labels

Labels resembling registration labels but with a large
V in place of R are known used on covers of money
letters with insurance paid for the declared value. Too

few have been recorded to allow any useful estimate ‘i ) . ‘/ 43 u‘.}"
u';‘l v
|
¥

e e M e ymee

of the period of use to be made, but examples have
been seen from the 1930s. In addition to the example | Alcxandne.-u_,.x,ﬂ-?
illustrated, labels otherwise identical exist with a ¥~ .- . .
double-lined frame of thin rules. Those seen are all

black on dark rose.

4 { A

A “
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¥

Parcel Labels and Parcel Cards

I know of three types of parcel labels, but more may well exist. The first to have been
used consists of a number and “Alexandrie” surrounded on three sides by an outer thick
and inner thin frameline, and perforated across the top; it appears that the labels were
printed with two parts separated by a horizontal line of perforation, the lower part being
intended for application to parcel forms and the upper part (inscriptions unknown) to be
retained by the post office. The frame is 56mm wide, “Alexandrie” is 25mm long, and the
numerals are 3.5mm tall. These labels appear to have been applied only at Alexandria,
whether or not the parcel was mailed there (I have an example mailed in Cairo, dated
11 NO 83, with the Alexandrie label). A second version of this label, seen used in 1897, has
a frame 57mm wide, with “Alexandrie” 19mm long, and numerals 2.8mm tall. Both
versions are printed in black on off-white to buff paper of poor quality.

Nearly square (35x31mm) red labels having three panels, Arabic name at top,
European at bottom, and large, bold numerals in the middle, were used in the early part
of the 20th century. They are perforated 10 on four sides. I have seen examples inscribed
ALEXANDRIA, ALEXANDRIE, MANSURA, and TANTA.

Smaller labels printed in red on white paper and composed of three panels in a
rectangular frame measuring ca. 32x20mm, inscribed with the office name in Arabic in
the top panel, in European letters in the bottom panel, and having a number in the
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middle panel, were put in use later (seen from the 1920s) and may still be in use. I have
seen them only for Cairo, Azhar (Cairo), and Alexandria; they are perforated 10 on three
or four sides.

e

1 MANSURA

o e e e S o e K WSS

. (J‘%)?J;ﬂ“
524
AZHAR (Cairo) - |

Parcel Labels.

v

A D R e e

Parcel Cards (Dispatch Notes), of dimensions 18 to 19mm by 13 to 14mm, printed on
thick, buff stock of poor quality, were used in Egypt since at least the early 1880s. Those
intended for international use were at first inscribed only in French. They are headed
BULLETIN D’EXPEDITION and are provided with spaces for the affixing of stamps and for
the postmark of origin, as well as lines for the address, the insured value if any, the
amount of reimbursement if any, the weight, and the name and domicile of the sender.

These forms usually bear high-value stamps, sometimes in multiples. Early in the 20th
century similar forms were introduced with inscriptions in English and French, headed
DESPATCH NOTE - BULLETIN D’EXPEDITION and printed on grey or rose stock. Still later
(1930s?) the language reverted to French only, in a revised format. In the UAR period the
inscriptions were changed to French and Arabic. The new parcel cards were printed in
green on white stock in a much revised format. They were accompanied by a customs
declaration form in the same size and color.

For internal parcels, parcel cards inscribed in French and Arabic were provided. They
are of special interest because of the lengthy explanation of regulations that is printed on
the backs. The earlier ones were on yellow stock; later ones are found on buff, pinkish
tan, or blue stock. In the 1970s internal parcel cards inscribed only in Arabic came into
use. At some time, perhaps in the 1940s, parcels became subject to a fiscal tax that was
paid by means of fiscal stamps affixed to the parcel card. Receipt forms for internal
parcels also exist, inscribed in French and Arabic, and headed simply COLIS POSTAUX.
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(N° 224 714 BF)

COUPON <=5

ﬂ’cul. e'ur‘dﬁ!;\r.hé par lo destinataire)
P \ :
(= 1)t} -elE )
i

TIMBRE OU BUREAU D'GRIGINE

Nom et adresse de I'expéditeur

‘_;.aﬂl?:,(l\ ‘;—0.-

Ci-joint.

Serviee des eolis postaux pour I'intéricur, Lilladsts3ac, sy 5, bl

BULLETIN DEXPEDITION Jlwy¥liksle

Nom et adresse exacte du dest'natairg
hadbedly '}‘D‘f‘-’r"(

Lieu de destination

Placé reserves our Nagplication dos linabres-poste. |

Tax pour ehiaquo colis PL 5. Droit d’2ssuraucs,
10 paras pour chaiue Pt. 100 ou fraction de Pt. 100,

Droit fixe pour remboursement, & payer au moment
lu dépdt du colis Pt. 1.

)a;,b_}sf.,*::“);l C"-‘J’L‘."‘U"“
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s 3,.(,0,,“.:, Ko
S Al i Jredll o))

gl L

b

POSTES EGYPTIENNES 4 j~al'atus))

colis portant Uadresse suivante : (‘-j_-*}_/\’ 3‘\“'"’\’\3;)

gl\[

U 12k

ala o MOyl s al VALEUR ASSUREE  P.T,
Aol Lo pptiasdl B
""""""" MONTART DU REH_BUUHS' P.T. 5
Ayl & =5
: (Ea toutes leures et en chillres) L34S
[ o . . Ker. 5 gr. b
(")oeo—Avisde réception. Ne ). Poids » »
— il it aj ’ ,
gl () s R :
| z
l Place réservée pour : || S TIMBRE DU BUREAU N Lo 5 TINBREDU BUREAU
I'émpreinle en cire',’ du I3 B Regu le colis "Jm Loy § 3
cachet en cas de colis ||l 3 F) 2 ’
avee assurance. 3 s'\ (i) (() 2 _l_
SN it 3 = 2 )
=_,>Ylé-5L AHlaeadin e |l 3 3 B :—i‘
:;_,Hl:l:‘&c;f};‘g 151 -_E —é () Avec ou sans. ) Signature du destinataize. g 5
3 Sz T argetiad (r) kil (1) 2 s

(N° 224 TTF 3,43)
COUPON DU BULLETIN
D'EXPEDITION
JL ¥ bl i

Timbre & dates du bureau d'origine

2l a Jo el &=

Nom et adresse de I'expéditeur.

s Jo dl B oy r.-‘

Ce coupon pourra étre délach¢ par
e destinataire.

Loilleis biadl b g oy

POSTES EGYPTIENNES « e«

Bulletin d'expédition de Colis Postanx pour I'inférieur il ads-\o Masyd sy b JU) sl

Timbre peste (P T. 5)
sy dab
S |

Montant & recouvrer du destinataire au profit de l'expéditeur:
P.T.
Taxe du mandat-poste (2) (1) azsJl lsa -~

TotaL P.T. ()5S

—_—
Timbre poste (4 P.T.i

azey Bao
Sl L el

1)

Partie de la formale & remplir par I'Agent au moment du dépdt du Colis.
J).LH(S\:_‘MA:‘XJ!J:% By 1y i) C"L‘”r‘“;
Ned'ordre ducolis répondant Poids Ke i s S

au numéro du récépissé
=l s b5 s """"""""""""""""""""""""""""""""" .avis de réception (3) (1) Jla¥U ‘J.z_.

Jla¥ Ll

gr.
-1

POSTES EGYPTIENNES « .,

(1) En outes quu_n en chifires.  (2) A remplir par le bureau de destinstion. (3) Avee ou sans.
25 s Pl e i) ) e el e =2 (1) )50 ()

Parcel Cards.
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Timbre du bureau de destination Timbre du bureau de destination
Alarrivée du bulletin). (ala consxgnanor:du colis)
vl o) Juoyhl ozl 35
PUTIER g PU-PRes SR phecd ale

Reverse of internal

Parcel Cards, showi
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Extrait du Réglement.
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bulletin d'expédition pour plusicurs colis émanant du nénie expéditeur et destinés me’ personne. Cette faculté na » dtand yins Aux colis
' ¢ calis est obligatoire, — Ce bulloti est

Les bulletins d'expéd
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nataire ou d'une pers
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L’Administration|
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donné avis de récepti
un timbre-poste appg

LA, x JU
Syl e w 11,4
sl o Wiksls)
PRV EARSUR
T
AU
wJla¥ b low

Les colis postaux }
Ce bulletin est fo| «
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ze de doit
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poids. — L'expéditeur d'un colls grevé de remboursement recevea dirsctement du bureau de destination, aprés que Is rembourseient
aura 14 eflactué, un mandal da poste, pour I somme dont le colis &Lt grevé, moiux la montant de I taxe dudit mandat, faquolle est fixds &
45 paras pour chaque 100 piastres ou (raction da 100 piastres. — Swuf le cas do force ma eure, lorsquun colis postal @ 645 perdu, $pollé O avarié,
T'exphditeur ou, & défaut ou sur Ia demande de celui-cl, ls destinataire 3 droit i une ind
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indiqué surle bullelin dans la partie résezvée au
droit onl pis livraison

S g e imnsbons b UL Jasidg 50l ks VIR SG30 5 4o bl e Ltbiig g Sl i it
L N U e N S TP P DI P S S S NN

Ll by * &An;;_,.s_,,_.w |l ,_\.4._9\_ ,,\:'u;s!f * lpop s %) ,&-,;)_,uc‘,s,m;. Joalile LoVl Ll g
G TE 2o AV 535 ()l a3 4 Doy L pepmantelis T ey I LY 4l
ety ¥ \pledaip piy Ledin Ty gb0sday B0yt YL Sl 20, 5l WIS SOl athy * Spede
iy a LTG0 S0 gty * T4t bl Yo My Wl ey o g 1L
PR (FYUN PSP W13 /RS Vol e S5 TA S MR L VIS bl
A Sy O B LYy 2 D W Lyl o, 131 950 )My 1§ ST ey, 80 el e omiihe *

el an gl dlag oo o GTSG LIS AL ¥ Gl oS T10500 § e o b
AT O SOV S o 3ol 5 L i b BB 1ol B gaTas T3 3 a2 s il ) o gl i als )
Myl Blolal % Loy e Iaie0, S 2y 16 b lag s ] L2 e300ty Ml eis e los it
Lailamy c_,rl;,‘,ldlf_i_: -,,:rc...,;,!-‘.j;,l.»vslyx"lxa_,;!,awuug)cu * J\_ﬂs;.,.,L_,,..gl,;.;!\_;.j
Uebati Gl ly F i35, .glﬂl:l\,)-)‘ln_,ﬂiﬂl_i_u‘wl B R F - IR R IR AT
ULttty RVt aiiste 4ipflag S el e #5005 4oy bl al s )
ki ¥ el IS el 50 (LanVIne) 4l foll oo, e 33 % codalpled 2Vl
: : LA o ) o iy Nidmn

u d'une personne aulorisée 4 signer pour lui. — Avaat Ia livralson, le destinataire est tenu, le cas chéant, de payer fe montant
— L'ad Y es colis postaux dont les ayants-

e

) -1 TN

"

Sl

oy

L'expéditeur a le droitd':
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Retour au destinataire
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Returned Mail Labels
and Envelopes

Labels crudely printed in black on white
paper, having a list of reasons for return in
French and Arabic to be ticked as
appropriate, came into use not earlier than
the 1940s. They superseded the RETOUR
handstamps that had been used previously.

b L n L
[ SRS

‘pour causc:

taconnu

Closely related to the labels are Return

T o T s

Ea Voyage

Envelopes inscribed SERVICE DES REBUTS in

{
:,, Refase I : which undeliverable letters were enclosed
\ Déninage =1 ¢ for return to the sender..They are ma‘de of
(0 3 B RTveaw i i buff paper of low quality. The earliest I
i imeuflnente {087 | have seen is dated 20 AO $81.

g_ Non rrehima | U ] el i

8 Abyert

A Returned Mail label.
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(N 125 15) (o I 5,9)
POSTES EGYP’T‘IENNES 4 yas g
DIRECTION GENERALE =¥,

SERVICE DES REBUTS dugw oM

Leltre tombée en rebot pour les motils indiqués au dos de ladresse.
i kol B e s, o,

A Returned Mail Envelope.

Postal Receipts

Printed forms to serve as receipts for various types of payments include those for
registered letters, post office boxes, money orders, and advice of reception. The earliest
ones are inscribed only in Italian? and are headed AMMINISTRAZIONE DELLE R. POSTE
EGIZIANE, AMMINISTRAZIONE DELLE POSTE EGIZIANE, AMMINISTRAZIONE DELLE VICE
REALI POSTE EGIZIANE, or AMMINISTRAZIONE DELLE POSTE KHEDEUIE EGIZIANE (l’lOt
necessarily all in capitals) (receipts issued by the Posta Europea are mentioned in Chapter IV).
They were customarily struck with a CASSA date-stamp or an ordinary one. Money order
forms and receipts for transmission of “gruppi” (parcels of gold coins or other valuables)
had 20 paras in stamps affixed and cancelled with a CASSA date-stamp?; the receipt part
received only the date-stamp.

The headings of the several kinds of receipt in this period are: “Ricevuta della
Polizza” (parcels of value); “Ricevuta del Vaglia” (money orders); “Ricevuta dell’assegno”
(money order); “Bolletta di Deposito” (registered letter receipt), or “Ricevuta di Ritorno
di Lettera”. The last customarily bear a 1-piaster stamp*. Receipts for transmission of
“gruppi” had no special heading.

After French began displacing Italian as the language of the Post Office from 1877,
the language used in the receipts followed. The earliest that I have seen is a receipt for a
registered item; it is headed POSTES EGYPTIENNES / bosta masriya / Recu de lobjet
recommandé etc., with a space for the date-stamp of the receiving office (Assiout Caisse,
8 MA 84). Another kind of receipt was for official correspondence (correspondances du
Gouvernement et des Dairés); it bears the inscription Regu les Correspondances ci-dessus
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Receipt for dispatch
of a “group”.

indiquées. Very much later, receipts were produced trilingually in English, French, and
Arabic; the earliest T have seen is an internal money order receipt, Jan. 1903.
International money order receipts, however, used only Enghsh and French. In the years
since the overthrow of the monarchy, receipts have appeared in Arabic only.
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Postage Due Notices

Notices to the effect that mail to the addressee was held at the post office against
payment for postage due were probably used for mail addressed to a post office box or to
a street address. The earliest of these, however, were statements of accounts due,
provided monthly to firms or individuals reliably known to the Post Office. More
information is to be found in Chapter XXIV. A related type of notice advises the
recipient of customs charges due on mail held at the Post Office.

{Ro.13 D (0 i)0)

POST OFFIGE — <) 4= — POSTES

The Delivery Office hereby informs

informe - & J’_"'ﬂ ‘ &—,

M'/Lz//bureau de la Dx&imjhcﬂx W gé_& ‘@J

that the following articles are lying to huw — i 4'_.:‘ )L_J,ll i .g’

qu'il existe & son adresse: m

Unpaid correspondence for____ < Milliémes (;3-___._____.«:" ot H}‘M-‘flo‘/
Correspondance taxée pour Milliémes_____ .
Bulky articles. ' ’ \'H: Phg at]

Objets volumineux.

An example of a Postage Due Notice.

Advice of Reception

Notices giving advice of reception were probably introduced in the Italian period, as noted
under “Receipts”. A related situation is that in which the sender inquires after the fact whether a
registered latter has been properly delivered. For this service a special form in French and Arabic
was provided. An example of such a form sent to Germany in 1890 is shown.

Air Mail and Motor Mail Labels

When a special routing linking Egypt with Baghdad by the
Nairn brothers motor service across the Syrian Desert was
introduced in 1923, labels inscribed MOTOR MAIL, printed in red
in sheets of 6x12, were provided®. Unused ones are not very
scarce, but examples properly used on cover are hard to find and
much in demand.
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Air mail service over the same route followed shortly and analogous labels, printed in
blue, were provided to identify letters intended for it. These were the first of the many
air mail labels used in Egypt. In the ensuing years both privately produced and officially
provided air mail labels came into use®. Some of the private ones had the additional
function of identifying the desired air line in a period when carriage by different air lines
incurred different rates of postage; such labels also advertised the air lines. The following
list is based largely on the catalog of Muller®?, augmented with information from Sears’

and my own collection.

1924 (1) AIR MAIL. Blue; perf. 10; sheet

format 12x11.

1929 (1) AIR MAIL . Dark blue; perf. 10;

sheet format 11x12.
Same, imperf.

1931 (2) PAR AVION. Blue; perf. 10; sheet

format 11x12 or 10x11.

1931 (2) PAR AVION. Dark blue; perf. 12;
sheet format 11x12. (Exists with
double vertical perforation.)

(M.of C. P.O. NN

Z5 B}

b duoh 5

(M.of C.P Ne ?HB !}

1931 (3) BY AIR MAIL / PAR AVION. Blue;
perf. 11¥ horiz.; booklet panes of
4 (Imperial Airways).

19312 (4) by air mail / PAR AVION. Blue;
rouletted 6%2; booklet panes of 4
(Imperial Airways).

1934 (5) PAR AVION. Blue; zigzag roulette;
booklet panes of 4 (Imperial
Airways).

BY AIRMAIL |

AR AVION *

" BY AIR MAIL

PAR AVION

S

PAR AVION

19342 (6) As 5, lettering somewhat thicker;
perf. 11%2; booklet panes of 4
(Imperial Airways).

1934 (7) 16 July. PAR AVION. Dark blue;
perf. 10; thick or thin paper; sheet
format 8x26.

1934 (7) Pale blue or ultramarine; perf. 10.

1935 (7) Blue; perf. 11; booklet panes of 4
(Imperial Airways).

1935 (7) Feb. Blue; rouletted; booklet
panes of 4 (Imperial Airways).

STLL

"PAR AVION

| CGwsls -
{ PAR AVION

1935 (8) BY AIR MAIL. Blue; rouletted
horiz.; booklet panes of 4 (KLM).

1937 (9) April. PAR AVION / AIR MAIL.
Blue; rouletted horiz.; booklet
panes of 4 (KLM).

1937 (9) Oct. (Blue; perf. 14 horiz.;
booklet panes of 4 (KLM).

[ 5727 KLM
p AlIR

AR AVION maiL
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1937? (10) BY AIR MAIL / PAR AVION.
Dark blue; perf. 11 (die-cut?).

1939 (11) PAR AVION Blue-black; perf. 11
horiz.; booklet panes of 4 (Misr
Airlines).

1939 (12) AIR MAIL Blue; perf. 12 (ALA
LITTORIA).

INANNV U S UANLSAANNNAN

AT A
BY AIR MAIL

PAR AVION

>4 aia ekl dhatale Vals tose Tone Vo Ua

~
£
3
<
<
<
C
3

e LA AN

S

PAR AVION

Fﬁ?‘;& sYALA llTTORlA
P 3w

1940 (13) PAR AVION Blue; perf. 11 (AIR
FRANCE).

194? (14) Dark blue; perf. 11% (AIR
FRANCE).

194? (15) Light blue; perf. 11 (AIR FRANCE).

PAR AVION

AlR
FRANCE

1942 (16) Blue; rouletted (AIR FRANCE).

1947 (17) AIR MAIL-PAR AVION Red and
dark blue; die-cut (TWA) (also
with ‘By” written in red before
‘TWA).

1942 (18) Blue; perf. 11 (BOAC).

1948 (19) Green; perf. 11 (SAIDE); sheets of
16 - also imperf..

19572 (20) PAR AVION Blue; perf. 10%.

192? (21) Blue and black; die-cut (British).

1922 (22) Blue and red; rouletted (?)
horizontally (USA).

BY AIR ™MAIL

SIS
_VIA AIR MAIL
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196? (23) Blue and red; die-cut (TWA). 195? (24) Blue and red; die-cut.

PAit AVION Al R MAIL
24

Labels 21 to 24 have been seen on covers mailed in Egypt, but they may not have
been available there; they were probably carried along by travelers.
NOTE
Many labels other than those listed exist inscribed PAR AVION and barid al-gawiy. They
were issued in other countries that use the Arabic alphabet (Lebanon, Sudan, Syria, Iran).
The Mair catalog®? lists five more labels from the 1950s and 1960s, but I have not seen

them on an Egyptian cover.
The covers of the booklets that contained air labels are not without interest.

. ATTACH ONE OF THESE LABELS
AND YOU CAN SEND A

10 < GRAMME Covers of some

AIR MAIL LETTER TO GREAT BRITAIN. Al miall BBel baaklets
AFFIX STAMPS TO THE VALUEOF ONLY

o ML RiRmA lHBElS7
AND POST IN ANY I <
o ,;U a2l ,

.;g,:ug,;K..\__y.‘t{; O pai .;\;,.; |mpEHlHL

etiquettes  RUIYITE'AS
PAR AVION ' FWS

e 2 SERVICE IN THE WORLD
Caracts déliviés pra e ;
= SUMIES I Tatulement Travel-Pos| your letters

Send your Goods byAtq

par i¢s Burcaux de Poste.

Express Labels

Four types of express labels are known used: inscribed in French only, black on red, perf.
10% (two sizes of lettering); inscribed in French and Arabic (musta’agel ), black on rose,
perf. 10%; inscribed in Arabic (mukhsoos), black on red, apparently rouletted on one or
two sides (seen used JY 57). The fourth one represents a change in Arabic wording:
musta’agal has been replaced by mukhbsoos (“special”). A fifth label is known, but has not
been seen on cover; it is inscribed in Arabic only (musta’agel) and is printed in red on
white, unlike the others. These labels do not seem to have been much used.
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Express label (see Chapter XXVI Fig. 2 for earlier types).

Printed Matter Labels

Examples of an imperforate label inscribed PRINTED MATTERS and Arabic equivalent are
known on covers of the 1960s, but such labels may have been used over a much longer
time.

A Printed Matter label.

Officially Sealed Labels

The wording on these labels explains their purpose. Prior to the issue of the first of the
labels so inscribed in 1907, interpostal seals were sometimes used for the purpose
(Chapter XXXIV). Only the Yvert & Tellier catalog has made an effort to list these seals
(and even to price them, although none is rare). The numbers 1 to 7 in the list that
follows correspond to those of Yvert & Tellier; the others, which came into use later$,
are numbered somewhat arbitrarily because dates of issue are uncertain. All are printed in
black on white paper. The earlier ones are reported by Cox? to have been supplied in
booklets containing 25 panes of 20. They were lithographed except for label 2, which was
typographed. The variants noted below differ only slightly; they have been illustrated by
Cox. The top sheet margins carry small imprints of various forms, all identifying the
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label as No. 51A and the printer: McC. & Co. Ltd. (presumably McCorquodale; label 2
only); LN. (Imprimerie Nationale), or Govt. Press.

1906 (1) Perf. 12 or imperf.
1908 (2) Perf. 10.

1913-15 (3) Perf. 12 (4 variants).
1920-23 (4) Perf. 10 (4 variants).
1924-25 (5) Perf. 10 “OR TORN”

1926 (6) Perf. 10 “TROUVE” (3 variants).

EGYPT Sl
FOUND
OPEN t_:s‘,.«.la ;
OFFICIALLY
| | SEALED L..«v uEp
EGYPT. Gy
FOUND Sy
OPEN- L.a-_,:..u
AND AL
OFFICIALLY st
SEALED. = \
. -- ‘
EGYPT QD] 3
FOUND :
OPEN l:{{) 3
OR TORN s |
AND G2 o [
| | oFFiciaLY L sh, |
5 SEALED. Wy s .
(P No. 51 A) (A o) gtnz)
{
! 9 -
: EGYPTE. \\4;’01 f
i | TROUVEE N
. | OUVERTE |\ Ay
! , OU | l,}:_g_d
, DECH.REE / 2
| REPAREE At
| Dortice, S~ Lkl .

var

1927-30 (7) Perf. 10 “TROUVEE” (3 variants).
The spelling with accents on both
E’s of TROUVEE occurs in positions
5,7, 10, and 12 of the sheet in 1928,
and positions 7, 10, and 12 of the

1929 printing.
= ‘ e
| |EGYPT, . desged)
) | FouND & /aﬂ
| | oPEN | e
] ; 3
. "AND \;—,.M
-JoFFICIALLY g
2 SEALED. _ o
: 7 3
EGYPT. Sl Ll i
| o |
AND s
OFFICIALLY >3
4 || SEALED. Cle o
: EGYPTE /",21
3 mouvs
OUVERTE
P DECHIREE ‘_?)*‘”
REPAR!'SE / ’
D'OFFICE. |
EGYPTE. AR
2 TS 5
TROUVEE : ,
| OUVERTE( Ay
/| DECHIREE\ - . "~ =/ (l;"“u;
¥ | REPAREE \_ = L:;f""f
§ .| DOFFICE. ok /é":
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1931-35 (8) Perf. 10, split circle (5 variants) ? (14) RAE rouletted 6. Two variants:
19617 (9) UAR Perf. 10Y%. A. ya of ‘arabiya above the top
19587 (10) RAU rouletted 6. of the dividing line.

19612  (11) UAR rouletted. B. 7a’ above the dividing line.
1961>  (12) As 11, but perf. 10. 19892 (15) As 14, but red.

1968?  (13) Finer lettering, rouletted. 19962 (16) As 14, but inscriptions in

sloping capitals, and with the
misspelling “DESMIREE”.

2 ke s &y L b
E: »FGYPTE ;/.ﬂ,ff | ; UAR iRpess -
i g ‘ b -’
\ TRouvEE , RBTVEE
b \euvERTE L_"\‘"J -, j E OUvERTE -L.»J
< e M o ou ot
e BéchEE b . : Joecuimtehe ,w' “
:.,/ gF:rQF’;gé é’*" 5 E % REPE:ME - e:_-‘
L : 8 9% p'OFFIcE § 22
RAU  asllzdllzng) UAR adimis
TROUVEE, - ) TROUVEE
OUVERTE W > OUVERTE S
QU 3"‘1" OV . =
DECHIREE DECHIREE e D
ET urdJ KT Lot
REPAREE REPAREE | (02510,
D'OFFICE L:.‘:’-))é T 10 13 porrce | 7€
ve ot e

R.AE Zeallods 7
ouvERT; | R
i
R_waxss h,-;‘f:? t{:.pb

DOFFICE

14 /15

Related to the foregoing are some imperforate labels, black on white or white on
black, inscribed EGYPTIAN GOVERNMENT (see Other Labels, ahead); they were
sometimes used to seal letters found open.

International Reply Coupons

The UPU Congress of 1907, held in Rome, established the regulations for international
reply coupons to be issued by member countries. Egypt had submitted a proposal for a
postal stationery envelope for the same purpose (illustrated in Chapter XXXIII), but the
final decision favored the proposal from Great Britain for special coupons. More
information on the history of the subject, with the actual texts of the UPU Articles
concerning reply coupons and subsequent modifications at later Congresses, is to be
found in a comprehensive article by Cocatre and Boulad !9, extracted from a project for a
catalog of world-wide reply coupons!l.



770 Egypt: Stamps & Postal History

The coupons were printed for the UPU in Switzerland by Binziger & Cie, Einsiedeln,
upon requisition by each country (the printer’s imprint appears outside the bottom frame of
all coupons). The country is charged only the cost of printing. The coupons were initially
valid for exchange for stamps to the value of 25 centimes or equivalent, which was the
external rate for a letter of the first weight stage. It was specified that the coupons would
actually be sold for 28c. Upon presentation by the recipient at a post office, stamps were
provided and the coupon was retained by the post office for accounting use. In later years,
following World War I, inflation led to progressively increased rates. The growth in
importance of international air mail following World War II led to the practice of using two
coupons to obtain stamps equivalent to the air mail rate.

The following list includes only those types known to have been issued by Egypt, but
there are some additional sub-types known for other countries which may also have been
issued by Egypt. The general scarcity of reply coupons causes special difficulty in making
a catalog of all varieties for a particular country. Those that have survived are ones that
were never presented for exchange. Stocks do not exist and it would be difficult to
purchase large quantities (some countries severely limit purchases, out of suspicion that
they may be used to circumvent control of currency exchange). Those listed here are
those in the list compiled by Cocatre and Boulad in 1956, supplemented by some more
recent issues. The latest one listed is inscribed UAR and it is probable that it was
succeeded by ones inscribed ARE or “Egypt” that have not yet been reported.

Model A
Coupons A-1 to A-4 are watermarked 25c. / UNION POSTALE UNIVERSELLE / 25c., and
are printed in dull blue with a grey-green ornamental background, on pale tan paper.

1907 (1 NO) A-1. 11 milliemes. Inscriptions 1908 A-2. 11m. As A-1, without the
on the back in German (4 lines), dividing rules on the back.
English, Spanish, and Italian; 1909 A-3. 11m. As A-2, but the German
horizontal rules separate the four text is reduced to 3 lines.
paragraphs.

5,7 o B4
#ixviloindem centline Y Model A
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1922 A-4. 20m. New text is overprinted in

red at right angles to the original
text on the back (required by

Model B

changes made at the UPU
Congress in Madrid).

Model B was issued with a new watermark, 40c. / UNION POSTALE UNIVERSELLE / 4Qc.
1926 B-1. 20m. The design is as Model A, with the globes replaced by blank circles.

Model C

Model C has a watermark no longer showing a currency value: UPU in large, double-lined
letters; printed in dark blue with a yellow-buff background in the central square on white

paper.
1930 C-1. 20m. Text the same as on C-4.
1931 (1 NO) C-2. 23m./20m. Surcharge

typographed in red.
1934 C-3. 25m. On the back, the four

inscriptions are in three lines each.

1935 C-4. 25m. On the back, the German,
English, and Spanish inscriptions
are in four lines each, the Italian
in three. The German ends with
fiir einen gewohnlichen
Auslandsbrief der ersten
Gewichtsstufe umgetausch.

1937 C-5. 25m. As C-4, but the German
reads fiir einen einfachen
gewdhnlichen Auslandsbrief
umgetauscht.

19372 C-6. 25m. As C-5, but the German is
in Gothic letters.

1940 C-7. 25m. The text on the face is
changed from les Pays de 'Union
to les Pays de I"Union Postale
Universelle.

1943 C-8. 25m. The text on the back is in
four paragraphs of four lines each

(instead of 4/4/4/3).

1948 C-9. The inscriptions on the back
changed to English, Arabic,
Japanese, Spanish, and Russian.

1951 C-10. 35m. The printer’s imprint is
18mm long.

1952 C-11. 35m. The imprint is 13mm long.

1955 C-12. 40m/35m. Handstamped
surcharge in black.

1953? C-13. 40m.

JORMULE €22

coupon est échangeable dans
s Pays de I'Union postale universelle
‘mi{re un timbre-poste ou des timbres-poste
r,&r(resenlant le montant de 'affranchissement
d’une lettro ordinaire de port simple a desh-
nation de 'étranger.

Model C

BINZIGER A CIE LA DINSILOELH
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1963? C-14 60m.The Arabic typeface is reads Empreinte de contrdle / du
changed; the country name is Pays d’origine / date facultative.
“Repubhque Arabe Unie”; the 1968? C-15 as C-14 but 65m.

inscription in the lower-left box

Dieser Schein wird in allen Léandern des Weltpostvereins gegen ein oder meh-
rere Postwertzeichen im Gesamtwert der Geblhr fir einen einfachen gewéhn-
lichen Auslandsbrief umgetauscht.

This coupon is exchanyeable in any country of the Universal Postal Union for
a postage stamp or postage stamps representing the amount of postage for an
ordinary single-rate letter destined for a foreign country.

B (AL F U Wb 28 e Vo A i

~ % w6 % « 2 e - r

s S s V1 I e s e Iy JE Rl s e it B s 51

REHRABLARBEAFRLK
FHZ TR ERLE-PIAFHE

Este cupén podré ser canjeado en todos los Paises de la Unién Postal Univer-
sal por uno o varios sellos postales que representen el importe del franqueo The text on the back
de una carta ordinaria de porte sencillo destinada al extranjero. ofC-9to C-14

DTOT RYIION 0OMEHIBACTCR Ko BCeX eTpanax Beesiporo nouTonoro cowsa
HQ OJUY IGTI HECKOBIRO HOYTOBLIX MapoR, MPEICTABIAIONIIX CTOIMOCTL
OIIATLI IIPOCTOIO IIHCHMA B OUTY CANIIILY BECA TI0 MA3Hauenio 3a rpaminy.

Model D
Model D is printed in light blue with a yellow background in the central square. The
country name is in red. The usual printer’s imprint is absent.

1960s D-1. 65m. ca. 1970 D-2. 120m. “Republique/Arabe Unie.”

UNION POSTALE UNIVERSELLE

RErUBLIGUE
ARABYE UNIE

L‘-—‘-—L' e

PR T o

Coupon«réponse international

Ce coupon est échangeable dans tous
les Pays de I'Union postale universelle

contre un timbre-poste ou des timbres-
poste représentant le montant de |'af-
franchissement d'une lettre ordinaire de
port simple a destination de I'étranger.

sy e
JUUlu‘L_/L o gt 1 M/nuduag//‘,&

l\./«“’—w‘—/&)")/c’w(f‘—'//‘f»"ﬂl
T L/(dl},uu,y/(/ﬂu,&_/,(,u

COUPON REPONSEINTERNATIONAL Ym;’breduhur:auﬂ'-'i I
e effectue I'échange

Model D

I?UNION POSTALE UNIVERSELLE »
*» ITTISHIAINN ITVLSOd NOINN »
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In recent years the UPU changed over to coupons having no country name, with or
without price of sale (225m. and 400m., in red, known); they are printed in blue with a
pale yellow background design on paper watermarked single-lined UPU in multiple
(earliest seen 1991, but probably introduced much before).

Postal Stationery Bands

Each issue of postal stationery (envelopes or postal cards) was delivered to the Postal
Administration collated into packets of 10 or 20 held by a paper band with a printed
bilingual identification of the kind and quantity of item. The bands provided by the De
La Rue Company were ornate and were printed in various colors (red, green, brown,
grey-blue). The bands were imprinted with the sale price of the packet rather than the
denomination; for example a packet of 20 1-millieme envelopes cost 3pi. (1.5m. for each
envelope). When an item was revalued by surcharging, so was the corresponding band.

The Survey Department continued the practice, but with plainer bands, printed in black.
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U g A selection of postal stationery bands.




774

-;é;o-ooocoooo.-
>w X.

SS9 ho -

““

\\

ENVELOPI

Egypt: Stamps & Postal History

(@ @Y@Y@\l A selection of postal stationery bands contd.
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~ ROYAUME DEGYPTE.

~ MINISTERE DES COMMUNICATIONS.

ADMINISTRATION DES POSTES.

Documents for Internal Use in the Postal Service

It is impossible to catalog the various kinds of documents used within the postal service
because only scattered examples are known. However, many such documents ranging
from postal correspondence to printed notices distributed to postmasters are held in the
Cairo Postal Museum. Many of them are of intense interest for the information they
contain. A selection of the most important ones has been published over a span of many
years in L’Orient Philatelique, with translations by Ibrahim Chaftar (most of these are
cited in the chapters in this book concerned with the corresponding subject). In general,
early internal correspondence was in Italian, but notices were quadrilingual (Arabic,
English, French, and Italian). Another category includes paper items intended to
accompany mail in transit. Such items are tags for mail bags, facing slips, and manifests of
registered letters. In recent decades internal forms and directives are mostly in Arabic
only. Although all such items are intrinsically collectible, substantial problems in the
form of difficult availability, large size, fragile paper, and cryptic functions reduce their
popularity for inclusion in collections and the feasibility of putting them in exhibitions.
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Other Labels and Forms

Labels 132 D. These are labels inscribed EGYPTIAN GOVERNMENT, either black on white
or white on black. They are die-cut and are gummed They appear to be
intended primarily for identification of letters, but instances exist where they
are used as closure seals.

(132 D) (U \YY) €132 D) (_riry)
- | ECYPTIAN
c’/-'@t M/'Q' GOVERNMENT.
EGYPTIAN oo I° f
GOVERNMENT. ~ ~°

Labels M. of C. 52Q or 52Q. These labels are inscribed either POST OFFICE (white on
black; die-cut) or EGYPTIAN POSTAL ADMINISTRATION (black on pink;
rouletted). An example of the latter exists struck with the circular date-stamp of
Cairo in 1965.

- m .fc szoﬁoro»ﬂmw
,,. q .;iGYPTlAN POSTAL
: v lNlSTRATlON

(52 0.) (@-oY)

POST OFFICE.

Label P. 44. Black on white; use uncertain.
(P44.0D. 21.0)

,o-‘yl )

Nom |

Signature ou cachet P 1
tg)déposam (..:-"_;T&, (NP
Datle. 5)L‘,~"

A label with greenish lettering on black has been seen on a November 1921 cover,
inscribed PUBLIC CUSTODIAN / ENEMY PROPERTY / IN EGYPT / CAIRO; there is
no label number.

Remboursement labels. Labels inscribed “Remboursement”, in some cases accompanied
by “Value Payable” and moghool ilaya, as authorized by the UPU in 1891, have
been seen with dates of 1906 to 1909, but their use probably extends for much
longer.
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Censorship notices. Two forms, dated during World War II, referring to damage or
missing contents, the first in blue, the second in dull pink, have been recorded.
Both bear strikes of the postal censor handstamps usually seen on covers.

',(Foxém -'.\To. 1V P.0) L
coled s 335 e W stee Gl 4B )
“Hae censorship is not respohsible for the
mutilation of this lettor

Censorship notices.
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